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ANNUAL REPORT 2017
The mission of Women’s Circle is to empower women made poor to become all they can be by
assisting them in gaining enhanced employment, becoming self-sufficient, and leaders in a
culturally diverse community.
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2017











Hosted a Successful Circle of Hope Gala and Volunteer Appreciation Party.
Ethnic diversity of students continues to expand with students from over 20 countries.
Reporting tools yield better team communication and accurate statistics.
Citizenship Class is proud of 9 new United States citizens.
Enhanced collaboration with colleagues.
Golden Rule Award was received by Sr. Joan Carusillo and Sr. Lorraine Ryan.
Program evaluation yields new expanded class scheduling.
Expanded, improved, and strengthened curriculum.
Announced Succession Plan to transition to new Executive Director in 2018.
Recognized student accomplishments at the annual Christmas Party and distributed
over 100 gifts at the Angel Tree child Christmas gift distribution.

“The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be useful, to be
honorable, to be compassionate, to have it make some
difference that you have lived and lived well.”
― Ralph Waldo Emerson
STRATEGIC PLANNING
2018












Accomplish Succession Plan by achieving the transition to new Executive Director.
Enhance website and grow social media audience.
Encourage good communication among staff members and volunteers.
Continue to diversify the ethnicity of our clients.
Strengthen the Education Program by updating curriculum and class schedule.
Research new funding sources.
Continue luncheons for potential donors.
Enhance the Event Committee and expand events to include smaller events.
Strengthen staff and diversify Governing Board.
Plan for the resources, staff, and volunteers required supporting expansion changes.
Achieve groundbreaking of expansion and reach financial goals.

“There is no exercise better for the heart than
reaching down and lifting people up.”
― John Holmes
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2019



Implement the approved plan for attached building.
Complete the new addition and remodeling of existing building.

2020





Conclude “fit-up” of new building and gain certificate of occupancy.
Move into new building and rearrange offices in old building.
Blessing and Grand Opening / Ribbon-Cutting
Improve existing services and expand to meet greater need.

2021



Begin to plan Endowment Fund.
Perform program evaluation.

“Don't only strive to be the change you want to see in the world, but
also help all those around you see the world through commonalities of
the heart so that they would want to change with you. This is how
humanity will evolve to become better. This is how you can change
the world. The language of the heart is mankind's main common
language.”
― Suzy Kassem
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JOB DEVELOPMENT
"Leaders aren't born, they are made. And they are made just like anything else, through hard
work. And that's the price we'll have to pay to achieve that goal, or any goal."
– Vince Lombardi
The mission of Women’s Circle is to empower low-income women through assistance with
education and career development. Since 2000, Women’s Circle has helped over 900 women
find jobs or better their employment. In 2017, more than 40 women found new jobs while
some of the 250 job development clients, out of 345 total clients, improved their job position
because of continued energetic participation in ongoing job skills enhancement offered at
Women’s Circle.

We understand that many of the women who come to us do so because they have issues
relating to literacy, language, and even social problems. Our two Job Development
Coordinators, Laurette Valcena and Tee Jackson, work closely with these women to understand
these needs and to find solutions to any obstacles through education, coaching, and
collaboration with other agencies. Our goal is to move each woman towards employment and
then to encourage her to continue her education until she has reached her full potential

"If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more
and become more, you are a leader."
– President John Quincy Adams
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SUCCESS STORIES
Stories illustrating the work that we do:

Ideli Price
Before coming to Women’s Circle for services, Ideli
Price was an Adult Continuing Education student at
Santaluces High School when
someone told her
about Women’s Circle—two months later she
enrolled at Women’s Circle. Ideli Price is truly an
inspiration to us. She is married with two sons, and
became a U.S permanent resident on August 8, 2015
after leaving her home in São Paulo, Brazil. Although
enjoying her life here in the U.S, and all of its
promising opportunities; she is torn between both
Brazil and the US. Ideli is an only child who had to
leave her ailing mother behind in Brazil to live alone.
Leaving her mother has caused Ideli great stress in
worrying
her mother
and
funds to travel
worrying about her mother and funds to travel
backabout
and forth
to Brazil.
Nevertheless,
sheback
has
to her
Brazil
nevertheless,
maintained
maintained her focus and resilience here inand
theforth
US. In
country,
Ideli wasshe
thehas
owner
of her
focus andservicing
resiliencefortune
here in 500
the US.
own employment agency and outsourcinghercompany,
companies. Her
desire is to become a teacher. Since being at
Circle,Ideli
Ideliwas
has attended
classes
and own
she
In Women’s
her country,
the owner
of her
volunteers as an assistant teacher in theemployment
Advanced Conversation
that givescompany,
her an
agency and class
outsourcing
opportunity to practice her English among peers
and fortune
teach them
American
history,
servicing
500about
companies.
Her
desirewhich
is to
is a subject that she is very passionate about
and
has
taken
a
three
month
online
study
course.
become a teacher.
Ideli is now employed part time as an independent
contractor
for Virtual
and is
Since being
at Women’s
Circle,Business
Ideli hasLLC
attended
working in customer service and administrative
services.
has trulyasbeen
an inspiration
and
classes
and sheIdeli
volunteers
an assistant
teacher
in
example of what we can do despite challenges
and
barriers
that
are
faced
when
coming
to
the Advanced Conversation class which gives her an
another country.
opportunity to practice her English among peers and
teach them about American history, which is a

Everybody can be great becausesubject
anybody
canisserve.
You don't
have
that she
very passionate
about
and to
has
have a college degree to serve.taken
Youadon't
haveonline
to make
your subject
three month
study course.
and your verbs agree to serve...You
don't have to know the second
Ideli is now employed part time as an independent
theory of thermodynamics in physics
toforserve.
onlyLCCneed
heart in
contractor
VirtualYou
Business
and isaworking
full of grace. A soul
generated
byadministrative
love.
customer
service and
services. Ideli
-- Martin
King
hasLuther
truly been
an inspiration and example of what
we can do despite challenges and barriers that are
faced when coming to another country.
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Marie Nadege Thelismon
Marie Nadege Thelismon is a Women’s Circle success
story! In February 2008, Marie Nadege emigrated
from Haiti to the United States. She encountered
many cultural challenges and barriers to employment
that immigrants often face when arriving in a foreign
land. She needed help improving her English speaking
ability and getting a job. She heard about Women’s
Circle through word of mouth from other women and
Haitian immigrants in the community who had come
to us for services. She became a client of Women’s
Circle in 2010. As a new student, Marie Nadege
enrolled in ESOL, computer, sewing, and
knitting/crochet classes while she looked for
employment. During this time, she received career
counseling from Women’s Circle Job Development
Coordinator for Creole speaking women, Laurette
Valcena.
Through Laurette’s guidance, she learned the skills necessary to gain employment and was
ready to begin her job search. She was hired by the Marriott Hotel as a Housekeeper. However,
being a housekeeper was not Marie Nadege’s ultimate dream. Her dream is to be a nurse.
While she was taking classes and working, Laurette helped Marie Nadege with the first step on
her journey – obtaining her Home Health Aide (HHA) certification. Because she worked hard
and became certified, Marie Nadege got a better paying job at Delray Medical Center doing
what she loves. She is one step closer to her goal of becoming a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)
and seeing her dreams come true. As a 45 year old married mother of two sons, she worked
very hard to gain employment. While she was in the United States, her mother in Haiti fell ill. It
was too difficult for Marie Nadege to care for her family in two different countries. She decided
to begin the testing process to acquire United States Citizenship so that she could provide a
better life for her family, both here and in Haiti. She was able to achieve her US Citizenship with
the help of Women’s Circle tutors in 2014. This accomplishment gave Marie Nadege a sense of
security that would enable her to start down the path to becoming all that she can be and
allowed her the opportunity to bring her aging parents from Haiti to the United States to care
for them. She successfully applied for their green cards and now they are here to support her
on her pathway to realizing her dreams.

“I tell all my friends and family that the structure of Women’s Circle is
small but it is a big place that changes a lot of people’s lives.”
– Marie Nadege Thelismon
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EDUCATION PROGRAM
“Have the courage to follow your heart and intuition. They somehow know what
you truly want to become.” -Steve Jobs
Currently there are over 300 students registered for all classes. Women’s Circle has a diverse
client population! The students are from 20 different countries.
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Argentina
0

50

100

150

200
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To mark the end of a long year studying English, we distributed report cards to our students to
assess their performance and how much learning the language brought about change in their
lifestyle since coming to this country – job acquisition , job promotion, confidence in dealing
with teachers, and becoming citizens. The report card includes the classes where they are
enrolled and the regularity of their coming. The respective teachers also gave their evaluation
on the skills that they have acquired to include improvement in listening (understanding),
speaking (pronunciation), reading (comprehension) and writing (spelling). The report card also
provided a personal comment about the student which says a lot about the relationship
between the teacher and the student. We are so blessed to have committed and excellent
teachers and tutors who offer their time and expertise in teaching and encouraging the
students to excel in their life.

7|of12

CITIZENSHIP PROGRAM
“Our attitude towards immigration reflects our faith in the American ideal. We
have always believed it possible for men and women who start at the bottom to
rise as far as the talent and energy allow. Neither race nor place of birth should
affect their chances.” - Robert F. Kennedy

Becoming a US Citizen is the ultimate goal for many of our students and our Citizenship class is
in great demand. Last year the class produced 9 new citizens, with several more almost ready to
take the test.

Congratulations to our new US Citizens!
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VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION
“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.”
- Elizabeth Andrew

As our program has grown so has our need for volunteers to assist in all areas of activity from
teaching to administration to fundraising. Last year our volunteers contributed over 9,000
service hours, a truly remarkable accomplishment. Without their dedication we could not have
helped so many women.

Number of volunteers
Volunteer Hours

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
47
93
126 127 113
140
125
3432 5131 9,233 9,656 10,050 11,000 9,375

Our 2017 Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon had a “Volunteers are the Heart of the Circle”
theme, with guests honored with awards. It was a fun way of expressing our deep gratitude to
those who help us by providing their time, talents, and service to our women.
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DISCUSSION GROUP
Our monthly Discussion Group meetings continue to be an important part of our program. In
these meetings we try to cover topics that are of interest to our women and also to allow them
to connect to other groups and organizations within the community. Meetings are held on the
last Wednesday of the month at the Treasure Chest Early Learning Center, a family-friendly
facility in the Heart of Boynton Beach.

2017 Discussion Group Meeting Schedule
Date
Topic
January
Financial Literacy
February
Women & the Environment
March
Good Healthy Habits
April
Meet the Mayor
May
Parks and Recreation
June
Knowing Your Pharmacist
July
Immigration
August
Common Sense Parenting
September Body Awareness for Women
October
Breast Cancer Awareness
December Christmas Celebration

Speaker
Attendance
Lucy Carr
29
Dottie Buchan
10
Marivic Penserga
11
Mayor Steven Grant
16
Bibi Baksh
17
Sulbha Pai
29
Michael C. Blum
31
Crissheila Panaligan
33
Carolina Rodriquez
24
Leigh Willens & Aydeivis Jean Pierre
30
Ruth Pelletier & Gilda Galdo
38
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CIRCLE 2017 HIGHLIGHTS
LITERACY WEEK

“Literacy is not a luxury; it is a right and a responsibility. If our world is to meet the
challenges of the twenty-first century we must harness the energy and creativity
of all our citizens.” - President Bill Clinton
Women’s Circle celebrates Literacy Week each September. In 2017, the theme was “Reading is
FUN-da-mental.” Students received packets of books for take home practice reading and to
share with their families to encourage reading together! We also had a representative, Lucil
Gustave, from Palm Beach State College’s TRIO Program come talk to the students about
opportunities available to them.

RECOGNITION
Women’s Circle Founders Sister Lorraine Ryan and Sister Joan Carusillo received the “Golden
Rule Award” from the Catholic Realtor’s Association for 18 years of working to empower low
income women in Palm Beach County. An awards banquet was held at St. Jude Catholic Church
where Bishop Gerald Barbarito presented them with their awards.
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FUNDING
“When courage, genius, and generosity hold hands, all things are possible.”
-Anonymous
2017 Circle of Hope Gala
Women’s Circle held its largest fundraiser of the year with the 13th Annual Circle of Hope Gala,
on March 30, 2017 at the Westchester Country Club located in Boynton Beach, FL. The event
included dinner, dancing, live and silent auctions. The Circle of Hope Gala was a huge success
with over 100 guests in attendance and raising an outstanding $115,000 to benefit underserved
women. Chairwoman Helen Babione and Co-Chair Karyn Turk led the committee for the gala.
Former Boynton Beach Mayor, Jerry Taylor, was honorary chair and Jim Sackett, retired WPTV
News Channel 5 anchor, was Master of Ceremonies. The program included an invocation from
Reverend Woodrow Hay and a live painting by artist Duaiv. Sponsors of the Circle of Hope Gala
included The William and Helen Thomas Charitable Trust, The Daphne Seybolt Culpepper
Memorial Foundation, and The Marcon Foundation. We are grateful to all the donors and
sponsors who helped make the gala a success, we couldn’t do this without you.

Grant Writing
Our grant writing team worked diligently this year and we were grateful to receive funding from
the following foundations and organizations:
The Boca Rio Foundation, BJ’s, Bank of America Charitable Foundation, Boca Raton
Regional Hospital, Camaccia-Arnatou Family Foundation, CRS Rice Bowl, The Daphne
Seybolt Culpeper Memorial Foundation, The Mary Alice Fortin Foundation, Goody Two
Shoes, The Hagen Family Foundation, The Jim Moran Foundation, Corbin A. and Dorice
McNeill Foundation, Medical Mission Sisters, Raymond George & Ruth Bitner Fisher
Foundation, Sisters of the Holy Cross, Soroptimists, Walmart, William and Helen Thomas
Charitable Trust, Zonta International (Boca Raton Chapter), Jarden Consumer Solutions,
and PNC Bank.
We are extremely grateful to these and all of our other donors who recognize and support the
work that we do at Women’s Circle. Their support is vital to our mission.
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COLLABORATION IN THE COMMUNITY
We value our colleagues and partners who help us serve women and accomplish the biggest
impact. Some of the agencies we collaborate with: Pathways to Prosperity, Community Caring
Center, Treasure Chest Early Learning Center, Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County and
Dress for Success of the Palm Beaches. The health needs of many of our low-income women
are met by Genesis Community Health, a federally qualified community health center in nearby
Bethesda Memorial Hospital Campus, and Caridad Center. We continue to collaborate with
many churches, synagogues, temples, schools, and agencies in the community.
We are especially thankful to:
-

Lens Crafters for providing free examinations / glasses to some of our ladies.
The Genesis Community Health Center for providing free pap smears and
healthcare.
Community Caring Center for providing Thanksgiving turkeys.
Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County for supporting our literacy program and
volunteer services.
Soroptimist International (Boca Raton Chapter) for their support and recognition.
Councils of Catholic Women in the Palm Beach Diocese for supporting our mission
through fundraising, support, and in kind donations.
Zonta Club of Boca Raton for supporting our program through fundraising activities
and donations of office supplies.
Junior League of Boca Raton for their continued support.
Jack and Jill for donating toiletries and handbags for the women we serve.
In Jacob’s Shoes for their donation of shoes for our clients and their children.
Executive Women of the Palm Beaches for their support.
Mr. Frank Giacalone for his generous support and donation of dolls to benefit the
women.
St Mark Church that allow us to use their facility for our Christmas Party and for the
Guatemalan Family Literacy Program.
St. Thomas More parishioners that annually supply gifts for our Angel Tree and help
the children of our less fortunate women.
Publix Charities for their support of volunteer and student recognition activities.

May the LORD Bless you,
May the Lord keep you,
May He show His face
To you and have mercy.
May He turn to you
And give you

PEACE.
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